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of war in which he rose in stature, year by year, from that of
a humble university professor in a small and almost unknown
country to that of an acknowledged European statesman of
first rank.

His academic training and his keen observations in the
international scene taught him that historic forces of great
power and far-reaching consequences were transforming the
world, that the crucial and difficult problem of the independ-
ence of his nation could and would be solved in line with
these forces and that such a solution would be lasting. The
world-wide historic forces of nationalism and the Industrial
Revolution, which meant democracy and economic and social
reform, made inevitable the disintegration of Austria-
Hungary, Metternich, who had maintained for a generation
the task of holding together the Habsburg Monarchy and who
once proudly remarked that "his mind never entertained
error," wrote after his flight from Vienna during the Revolu-
tion of 1848 to his friend Kiibeck: " I do not see an Austrian
Empire any more. It is dissolved. The task is no longer to
preserve, to maintain what was, but to build anew." The
Ausgleich of 1867, which forcibly established the domination
of two minorities, the German and the Magyar, was no solu-
tion of the basic problem of Central Europe. It did not
* build anew.' It required only the strain of the First World
War to crumble to pieces this artificially contrived edifice
.and with it to destroy the hegemony of Germany in Europe.
Dr. Benes thoroughly understood this. His Le probleme
autrichien et ia question tch&que (1908) and Detntisez
FAutriche-Hongrie (1916), as well as many other products of
his pen, prove it. The problem of the oppressed nations was
not only a national question, it was economic, social and cul-
tural as well. A social scientist, like his great teacher, Pro-
fessor Thomas G. Masaryk, his objective became to apply the
acknowledged results of work in this field to the problems of
diplomacy and statesmanship. Both were chiefly responsible